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the cottage industry of beatles publications is more prolific now than it ever was
as the band recedes into the mystic fog of 20th century history we get more and
more documentation about their music their love lives their personalities and their
finances i wanted to try to make sense of it by reviewing the best and the worst
of the beatles tomes as they stand side by side in bookstores everywhere i spent
40 years reading about them knowing that one day i would share my accumulated
knowledge with the fans in pepperland having read the book i d love to turn you
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updated to include paul mccartney s knighting and the deaths of john lennon and
george harrison philip norman s biography of the beatles is the definitive work on
the world s most influential band a beautifully written account of their lives their
music and their times now brought completely up to date this epic tale charts the
rise of four scruffy liverpool lads from their wild often comical early days to the
astonishing heights of beatlemania from the chaos of apple and the collapse of
hippy idealism to the band s acrimonious split it also describes their struggle to
escape the smothering beatles legacy and the tragic deaths of john lennon and
george harrison witty insightful and moving shout is essential reading not just for
beatles fans but for anyone with an interest in pop music

includes primary source material in the form of photographs transcripts etc

mark lewisohn knows the fab four better than they knew themselves the guardian
the beatles have been at the top for sixty years their music remains exciting their
influence is still huge their acclaim and achievements cannot be surpassed but who
really were the beatles and how did they and everything else in the 1960s fuse so
explosively mark lewisohn s three part biography is the first true and accurate
account of the beatles a contextual history built upon impeccable research and
written with  energy style  objectivity  and insight  this  first  volume covers  the
crucial and less known early period the liverpool and hamburg years of a hungry
rock and roll band when all the sharp characters and situations take shape this is
the beatles like you ve never read them before it isn t just another book it s the
book from the world acknowledged authority forget what you know and discover
the complete story mark lewisohn is the world s leading beatles historian and
writer nothing is real a beatles podcast an absorbing and enthralling account of
the  lives  of  all  the  leading  players  written  with  integrity  and  honesty
thecavernclub  com

the beatles were not only the most influential rock band of all time but also one of
the most important cultural phenomena of the 20th century this book provides a
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firsthand look into the life of this fascinating group including bios on each beatle
and annotated discography of the groups recordings abundantly illustrated with
full color and bandw photos of the fab four and memorabilia

there s only one book that ever truly got inside the beatles and this is it  the
landmark worldwide bestseller that has grown with the beatles ever since during
1967 and 1968 hunter davies spent eighteen months with the beatles at the peak
of their powers as they defined a generation and rewrote popular music as their
only ever authorised biographer he had unparalleled access not just to john paul
george and ringo but to friends family and colleagues there when it mattered he
collected a wealth of intimate and revealing material  that still  makes this the
classic beatles book the one all other biographers look to hunter davies remained
close with the band and as such has had access to more information over the
years this 40th anniversary edition contains new material which has never been
revealed before from the author s archives and from the beatles themselves that
will bring new insights to their legend

an npr best book of the year winner of the virgil thomson award for outstanding
music criticism this is the best book about the beatles ever written mashable rob
sheffield the rolling stone columnist and bestselling author of love is a mix tape
offers an entertaining unconventional look at the most popular band in history the
beatles exploring what they mean today and why they still matter so intensely to
a generation that has never known a world without them dreaming the beatles is
not another biography of the beatles or a song by song analysis of the best of
john and paul it isn t another exposé about how they broke up it isn t a history of
their gigs or their gear it is a collection of essays telling the story of what this
ubiquitous band means to a generation who grew up with the beatles music on
their parents stereos and their faces on t shirts what do the beatles mean today
why are they more famous and beloved now than ever and why do they still
matter so much to us nearly fifty years after they broke up as he did in his
previous books love is a mix tape talking to girls about duran duran and turn
around bright eyes sheffield focuses on the emotional connections we make to
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music this time he focuses on the biggest pop culture phenomenon of all time the
beatles in his singular voice he explores what the beatles mean today to fans who
have learned to love them on their  own terms and not just  for  the sake of
nostalgia dreaming the beatles tells  the story of how four lads from liverpool
became the world s biggest pop group then broke up but then somehow just kept
getting bigger at this point their music doesn t belong to the past it belongs to
right now this book is a celebration of that music showing why the beatles remain
the world s favorite thing and how they invented the future we re all  living in
today

tune in is the first volume of all these years a highly anticipated groundbreaking
biographical trilogy by the world s leading beatles historian mark lewisohn uses his
unprecedented archival access and hundreds of new interviews to construct the
full story of the lives and work of john lennon paul mccartney george harrison and
ringo starr ten years in the making tune in takes the beatles from before their
childhoods through the final hour of 1962 when with breakthrough success just
days away they stand on the cusp of a whole new kind of fame and celebrity they
ve one hit record love me do behind them and the next please please me primed
for release their first album session is booked and america is clear on the horizon
this is the lesser known beatles story the pre fab years of liverpool and hamburg
and in many respects the most absorbing and incredible period of them all here is
the complete and true account of their family lives childhoods teenage years and
their  infatuation  with  american  music  here  is  the  riveting  narrative  of  their
unforgettable days and nights in the cavern club their laughs larks and adventures
when they could move about freely before fame closed in for those who ve never
read a beatles book before this is the place to discover the young men behind the
icons for those who think they know john paul george and ringo it s time to press
the reset button and tune into the real story the lasting word

hunter davies the only ever authorised biographer of the group has produced the
essential  beatles  guide  divided  into  four  sections  people  songs  places  and
broadcast and cinema it covers all  elements of the band s history and vividly
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brings to live every influence that shaped them illustrated with material  from
hunter s remarkable private collection of artefacts and memorabilia this is the
definitive beatles treasure

a complete and fascinating chronicle of beatles music and history beatlesongs
details the growth evolution and dissolution of the most influential group of out
time drawing together information from sources that include interviews insider
accounts magazines and news wire services this is a complete profile of every
beatles  song  ever  written  from  recording  details  such  as  who  played  which
instruments and sang what harmonies to how each song fared on the charts and
how other  musicians and critics  felt  about it  chronologically  arranged by u  k
release date beatlesongs nails down dates places participants and other intriguing
facts in a truly remarkable portrait of the liverpudlian legends behind each song is
a story like paul  s  criticism of george s  guitar  playing during the rubber soul
sessions john s acid trip during the sgt pepper s session and the selection process
for the revolver album cover and carefully examined along the way are the beatles
evolving  musical  talents  their  stormy  private  lives  and  their  successful  and
unsuccessful collaborations beatlesongs is truly an inside look at the fab four and
a treasure for all their fans

text and photographs tell the story of the most successful of all rock groups the
beatles

every album and every song ever released by the beatles from please please me u
s 1963 to the long and winding road u s 1970 is dissected discussed and analyzed by
two music historians in this lively fully illustrated work all the songs delves deep
into the history and origins of the beatles and their music this first of its kind book
draws  upon  decades  of  research  as  music  historians  margotin  and  guesdon
recount  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  composition  of  every  song  the
recording process and the instruments used here we learn that one of john lennon
s favorite guitars was a 1958 rickenbacker 325 capri which he bought for 100 in
1960 in hamburg germany we also learn that love me do recorded in abbey road
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studios in september 1962 took 18 takes to get right even though it was one of the
first songs john and paul ever wrote together and the authors reveal that when
the beatles performed i want to hold your hand on the ed sullivan show in 1964
john s  microphone wasn t  turned on  so  viewers  heard  only  paul  singing  the
hundreds  of  photographs  throughout  the  book  include  rare  black  and  white
publicity stills images of beatles instruments and engaging shots of the musicians
in studio all the songs is the must have book for the any true beatles fan

so much has been written about the most famous and successful band of all time
and yet one story has not been told the band s own story spanning their early lives
their rise to pre eminence and a year by year account of the golden period of fame
right through to the break up in 1970 the beatles anthology is the beatles own
book  to  the  never  before  disclosed  recollections  of  paul  mccartney  george
harrison and ringo starr  are  added the memories  of  associates  such as  road
manager  neil  aspinall  producer  george  martin  and  spokesman  derek  taylor
interwoven with these are the recollections of john lennon and almost all of these
have never been published before add to this the astonishing collection of over 1
000  photographs  drawn  from  the  apple  corps  archive  and  the  beatles  own
personal collections and you have a truly unique book created with their full co
operation the beatles anthology is nothing less than the beatles autobiography

no one expressed the heart and soul of the sixties as powerfully as the beatles did
through the words images and rhythms of  their  music  in  magic  circles  devin
mckinney uncovers the secret history of a generation and a pivotal moment in
twentieth century culture he reveals how the beatles enacted the dream life of
their time and shows how they embodied a kaleidoscope of desire and anguish for
all who listened hippies or reactionaries teenage fans or harried parents bob dylan
or charles manson the reader who dares to re enter the vortex that was the
sixties will appreciate perhaps for the first time much of what lay beneath the
social  trauma of the day delving into concerts and interviews films and music
outtakes  and bootlegs  devin  mckinney brings  to  bear  the  insights  of  history
aesthetics sociology psychology and mythology to account for the depth and
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resonance  of  the  beatles  impact  his  book  is  also  a  uniquely  multifaceted
appreciation of the group s artistic achievement exploring their music as both
timeless expression and visceral response to their historical moment starting in
the  cellars  of  liverpool  and  hamburg  and  continuing  through  the  triumph  of
beatlemania  the  groundbreaking  studio  albums  and  the  last  brutal  sorrowful
thrust of the white album magic circles captures both the dream and the reality of
four extraordinary musicians and their substance as artists at once an entrancing
narrative and an analytical montage the book follows the drama comedy mystery
irony and curious off ramps of investigation and inquiry that contributed to one of
the most amazing odysseys in pop culture

reading level 3 orange

assessment of the beatles artistic achievement providing biographical musical and
historical detail through a chronology of their songs

the definitive biography of the beatles hailed as irresistible by the new york times
riveting by the boston globe and masterful by time as soon as the beatles became
famous the spin machine began to construct a myth one that has continued to
this day but the truth is much more interesting much more exciting and much
more moving the highs and the lows the love and the rivalry the awe and the
jealousy the drugs the tears the thrill and the magic to never be repeated in this
vast revelatory exuberantly acclaimed and bestselling book bob spitz has written
the biography for which beatles fans have long waited

more than thirty years after they split the beatles remain the ultimate pop band
the most popular the most respected the most influential this new rough guide
covers the fab four from every angle delving deep into their music and lyrics their
movies their solo careers and much more features include the life and the music
from liverpool clubs to world domination from beatlemania to the break up and
beyond here s the story of the recordings and the gigs as well as the haircuts
girlfriends scandals and psychedelia the canon the inside track on the 50 essential
beatles songs beatles on screen the movies the promos the tv appearances the
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fifth beatle george martin brian epstein magic alex and others the people closest
to the beatles beatle country the landmarks of beatles lore beatleology the best
books the weirdest cover versions the most obsessive websites the obscurest
trivia all you need is this

from the award winning author of ma am darling 99 glimpses of princess margaret
comes a fascinating hilarious kaleidoscopic biography of the fab four john updike
compared them to the sun coming out on an easter morning bob dylan introduced
them to drugs the duchess of windsor adored them noel coward despised them jrr
tolkien snubbed them the rolling stones copied them loenard bernstein admired
them muhammad ali called them little sissies successive prime ministers sucked up
to them no one has remained unaffected by the music of the beatles as queen
elizabeth ii  observed on her golden wedding anniversary think what we would
have missed if we had never heard the beatles one two three four traces the
chance fusion of the four key elements that made up the beatles fire john water
paul air george and earth ringo it also tells the bizarre and often unfortunate tales
of the disparate and colourful people within their orbit among them fred lennon
yoko ono the maharishi aunt mimi helen shapiro the con artist magic alex phil
spector their psychedelic dentist john riley and their failed nemesis det sgt norman
pilcher  from  the  bestselling  author  of  ma  am  darling  comes  a  kaleidoscopic
mixture of history etymology diaries autobiography fan letters essays parallel lives
party  lists  charts  interviews  announcements  and  stories  one  two  three  four
joyfully echoes the frenetic hurly burly of an era
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